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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regan) (o novelty, ioveniive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invemion 

Reasoned statemeu under Rule 43bu.l(a)(i) widi regard to novelty, invenUve step or industrial 
appfJcflbiiity; citations and explanations suppoirlitg sirch siaeemenc 

Cenaia documents cited 

Certain defrcfs in the intemaiional applicaijon 

Cenaia observations on the international appiicaiion 

2. FURTHER ACrrON 

If a demaad for international preliminary exammation is made, this opinion will be consideii:d to be a whnen opinion of the 
Imemaiional Preliminary Examining Authority ( "IPBA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an 
Authority odier than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notirted the International Bureau under Rule ^Abis(b) 
that written opinions of this JntenuiiOJia) Seardiirig Authorhy will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is« as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA. the applicant is invtoed to submit to dte 
IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 cnonths from the date of 
mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from die priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further <^tions, see Form PCT/lSA/220. 

3. For ftirther details, see notes to Form PCT/lSA/220. 
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Box No, I Basis of (his opinion 

1. WiOi regard to the faDgnaee. ihis opinion has been esrablish«d on Che basis of the International application hi the languagje in which 
it was filed, unle&s otherwise indicated under this item. 

Q This opinion has been esuiblisheid oo Ote basts of a fraosbtion from the original Jsnguagc into the follovKing language , , 

which is the Ungvage of a translation ftirtushed for the purposes of inieniational search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)}. 

2. With rtgarei to any oudeotfile aod/or amino acid sequence disclosed in die international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a, type of material 

0 a sequence listing 

n tablets) related to the sequence limiting 

b, fonnat of maceriat 
D tn written format 

n in computer readable fortn 

c, timeof fjling/furmshjog 

1 I contained in internaiional application as filed. 

O filed together with the international applicaiioa hi computer readable form. 
Q (unsished stibsetiuetirty to diis Atithorj^ for (he purposes of search. 

3. Q In addition* in die case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 

ntod or furnished* the required statements thai the iutbrmation in the subsequent or additional copies is idemicaJ to thai in 
die application as filed or does not go beyond the applicatioD as filed» as appropriate, were 1\iniished. 

4. AddttionBl conunenis: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 to.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicri>lllty; citations and cxplanatioas supporting snch statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 33-41. tl8>126 and 148-156 YES 

Claims 1>32>42-1!7J27>I47 and 157-163 NO 

Inventive siep (IS) Claims none YES 

Claims MS ^NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims M63 ^YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 
Please See Continuation Sheei 
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V. 2. Citations and Bxplanatioxis: 

Claims i-32. 42-1 }7, 127-147, and 157'}63 Ixk novelty under PCT AnicJe 33(2) as being amlcipated by LiJes et aJ. 

Per claim 1. Ules et al. teacbss a graphical user mterface configured for presentation on a Uisptay device and e(»npnsing: a 
sender portion that displays a sender avatar capable of displaying multiple animations (figs. 3-B; col 5, lines 50-65); a message 
conopose area capable of di^layj^g tejti included in ih^ oiessBge sent from the sejider to the recipiem (fig. 13; element 2<i2; coJ. 10, 
lines 1-32); and comrounicaiion conln^ls^ at least one coramunication control being operable to receive an indication that the message 
displayed in the message compose area is to be sem from the sender to the recipiem. wherein the sender avatar is animated in response 
to a trigger related lo commr of a message sent from a sender to a recvfiem (co). 10, lines 1-32; col. 7, lines 18-40, col. 9, Ibtes 55- 
59). 

Per claim 2, Liles ct al. teacbcs the graphical user interface of claim 1 wherein die instant message sender display comprises 
a recipiem portion that displays a recipient avatar capable of display i[\g multiple animations in rc^nse to a (rigger related to comem 
of a message sem from a sender lo a recipiem, a message history area capable of displaying the contem of multiple messages sem 
between die sender and the recipient and identilying ac identity associated with the recipient (col. 7, lines lS-40; col. 9. lines 5S-S7). 

Per claim 3, Liles et al. teaches the graphical user imerface of claim 2 wherein the recipiem avatar Is animated m response 
to an animation of the sender avatar col. 7. lines col. 7, lines 18-40; col. 8, lines 56-67). 

Per claim 4. Liles et al. teaches the graphical user interface of claim 1 wherem dte graphical user Imerface comprises a 
contact list display for displaying potemial recipieras (oo). 11, lines 47-^). 

Per claim 5, Liles et al. teaches the graphical user interface of claim 4 wherein die contact list display indicates whether 
each potential recipient is available to receive a message (col. 13, lines 50-67). 

Per claim 6, Ules et al. teaches the graphical user interface of claim 4 wherein die potential recipients are grouped and 
associated with an indicaiicn of a group identity (col. 13, tines 50-67). 

Per claim 7. Liles et al. teaches the graphical user imerface of claim 4. wherein a potential recipient displayed on dte contact 
Mst is associated with a potemial recq>lcm avatar, funher comprising: displaying the potemial recrpicni avatar on the contact list in 
association with an identity of the potential recipient and animating the potential recipient avatar on the comact list in response to 
animation of the potential recipient avatar displayed elsewhere (col. 9, lines 15-30; col. 13, lines 50-67). 

Per claim 8, Liles et aL teaches the graphical user interface, of claim 7 wherein the animation of the potemial recipient 
avatar on contact list comprises an animation that is substantially similar to the animation uf the potential recipient avatar displayed 
elsewhere (col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 7-17). 

Per claim 9< Liles et al. teaches the graphical user imerface of daim 7 wherein dte animation of the potential redpieni avatar 
on die contact list; comprises an animation that is different dian the animation of die potential recipient avatar displayed etsev^ere 
(col. 9. lines 1-15). 

Per claim 10, Ules et al. teaches die graphical user interface of claim 7 wherein the animaiion of the potemial recipiem 
avaiar on the contact list comprises an animation dial is representative of the animation of tlie potemial recipient avatar displayed 
elsewhere (col. 10, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 7-17). 

Per claim 11, Liles et al. teaches the graphical user interiace of claim 1 wherein graphical user interface is used for an 
instant messaging communication session (cof. 6, lines 50-52). 

Per claim 12, Liles et al. teaches die graphical user interface of claim 1 wherein die trigger comprises a portion of the text 
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of the message (coi. 10, lines I -32). 

Per claim 13. Liles et al. leaches the graphical user imerto of clatm t wherein the trigger comprises all of the text of che 
message (coL 10, lines 1-32). 

Per ciuim i4, LiJes er a(. fSdchcs die grap^icaj user imer^ce of cJaim I wherein appearance or animafion of tbe sender 
avatar indicates aD envlromnemal condhion associated with the sctKler (col. 7, lines 18*40). 

Per claim 15, Liles et al. teaches a graphical user imerfaoe of claim 1 wherein appearance or animation of the sender avatar 
indicates a personality characteristic associated with the sender (col. 9, lines 33-50). 

Per claim 16, Liles et al. teaches the graphical user imerface of claim I wherein appearance or animation of the sender 
avatar indicates an emotional state associated with the sender (col. 9, lines 33-50). 

Per claim 17, Liles et aU teaches the graphical user imerface: of claim 1 wherein appearance or animation of ihc sender 
avatar indicates a setting characteristic associated widi the sender (cot. 9, lines 33-50). 

Per claim 18« Liles et al. teaches the graphical user interface of claim 1 wherein appearance or animation of the sender 
avatar indicates an acltviiy associated with the sender (col 9, lines 33-30). 

Per claim 19, Ules et al. teaches the graphical user interne of claim I wherein the sender avatar is animated in response to 
the passing of a predetermined amount of time during which the sender does not communicate a message to die recipient (col. 9, lines 
15-30). 

Per claim 20, Liles et aL teaches the graphical user Imerface of claim t wherein the sender avaur is animated in response to 
the passing of a predetermined amount of thne during which the sender does not use a computing device that is used by the sender to 
communicate with the recipieni in die communications session (col. 9, lines 15-30), 

Per claim 21, Liles et al. teaches die graphical user interface of claim I wherein the avatar animation used as dte 
communicaiion conduit compTises a breakout animaiioi) that involves displaying avatar outside of normal display space occupied by 
die avatar (col. 1 1 , lines 47-67). 

Per claim 22. Ulcs et al. teaches the graphical user Interface of claim I wherein the sender avatar is aTiiniatcd to produce 
sounds used for verbal communicacion (col. J 3, lines 34-49). 

Per claim 23, Liles et al. teaches the graphical user interface, of claims U22 wherein the graphical user interface is 
generated by an executing computer program product (coK 5, lines 43-60). 
Claim 24 is rejected under the same rationale as ctaim 1 . 
Claim 25 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1. 

Per claim 26. Liles et al. teaches die method of claim 25 where'm die communication session is an instant messaging 
communication session (col. 6, lines 50-52). 

Per claim 27, Liles et aL teaches the method of claim 25 wherem the avatar con^ises a facial anhnation that does not 
include a body having an ear or a leg (figs. 6-8). 

Per claim 28. Liles ei al. teaches the method of claim 25 wherein dte avatar comprises a facial animation, including a neck, 
that does not include a body having an ear or a leg (figs 5 and 8; col. 7, lines 47-54; col. 9, lines 33-53). 

Per claim 29, Ltles et al. teaches the method of claim 25 wherein the ouc-of-band information comprises information 
indicating an environmental condition associated widi die first user (col. 7, lines 18-42). 

Per claim 30. Liles et aL teaches the method of claim 29 wherein 0« environmental condition comprises an environmenul 
condition related to weather occurring in a geographic location near die first user (fig. 13; weather infbrmation 262). 
Claims 31-32 arc rejected under die same rationales as claims 15-16. 

Per claim 42. Ules et a), teaches the method of claim 25 wherein outHif-tand infornuiion ctmiprtses information related to a 
mood of die first user (col. 7, lines 18-42: coJ. 9* lines 52), 

Per claim 43, Liles et al. teaches The method of claim 42 wherein the mood of the first user comprises one of happy, sad or 
angry (Hg 7). 

Per claim 44, Liles et al readies (he method of Claim 25 wherein out-of-liend informacion cornpriscs infomtathn associated 
with an activity of the first user (col. 9, lines 15-30). 

Per claim 45, Liles et al. teaches die method of claim 44 v^erein the activity is being performed by the first user at 
sub?cantia//y che same rime that rhe our of hand message is communicaied fbnn die frrst user to the second user (cot. II, lines 47-67). 

Per clalfD 46. Liles et at. teaches the method of 45 wherein the aotivity comprises one of working or listening to music (col. 
13. lines 35-45). 

Ptr claim 47, Liles et al. teaches the method of 29 wherein out of band information comprises information conveying that 
the first user has muted sounds associated with the avatar (col. 13, lines 35-45). 

Per claim 48, Liles et al. teaches die mediod of claim 25 fiinher comprising triggering, based on die information conveyed 
in the message from die first user to die second user, and animation of die avatar to convey die out of band informanon from Uie first 
user to the second user (col. 7, lines 18-42; co). 9. lines 52: col. 10, lines 1-32) 

Per claim 49, Liles el al. teaches the mediod of claim 48 wherein die trigger comprises a portion of text (col. 7, lines 34-42; 
col. 10, Itoes 1-32). 

Per claim SO, Liles et ai. teaches die mediod of ctalm 48 wherein die trigger comprises all of die text of the message (col. 
10, lines 1-32). 

Per claim 51, Liles et al. teaches die mediod of claim 48 wherein die trigger comprises an audio portion of die message (col. 
13. lines 35*50) 

Claims 52 and 53 are rejected under die same rationale as claim 19 and 20 respectively. 
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Per claim 54, Liles ct al. teaches the method of claim 25 wherein the avatar animation used as the communication conduit 
comprises a facial expression of the avatar (col. 7, lines 43-65). 

Per claim 55* Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 25 wherein ttie avatar animation used as the communication conduit 
comprises a gesture made by a hand of the avatar or a ^sture made by an ann of the avatar (col. 7, lines 43-65; col. 8, lines 56-67). 

Per claim 56. Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 25 wherein the avatar animation used as the communication conduit 
comprise movement of a body of the avatar (col. 7, lines 43-65; col, 8, lines 56-67). 

Per claim 57. Liks et al. teaches die mediod of claim 25 wherem the avatar animation used as the communication conduit 
comprises sounds made by the avaar (co}. 13, lines 35'50>. 

Per claim 58, Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 57 wherein at least some of die sounds con^rise a voice based on a 
voice of the first user <col. 13, lines 35-50). 

Claim 59 \s rejected under the same rationale as claim 21 . 

Per claim 60, Liles ct al. teaches the method of claim 59 wherem the breakout animation comprises telescoping the avatar 
(col. 7, lines 43-65, col. 9, lines M5). 

Per claim 61 , Liles ct al. teaches the method of claim 59 wherein the breakout animation comprises resizing the avatar (col 
7, lines 43-65, col. 9. Imcs 1-15). 

Per claim 62» Ufes ei ai. teaches die method of claim 59 wbereu the breakotu animation comprises repositionhtg die avatar 
fcM. 7, lines 43-65, col, 9, lines 1-15). 

Per claim 63, Liles ct ai. teaches the method of claim 25 further compristng providing die first user with multiple 
preconfigured avatars having associated preselected animations; and enabling the first user to select a panicutar avatar to represem Uie 
user in the communications session (col. 6, lines 50-67). 

Per claim 64, Liles teaches die mediod of clabn 63 further comprising persistently assoclatbig die first user with the selected 
avatar to represent the first user in subsequent communication sessions (co. 7. lines 18*42). 

Per claim 65, Liles et al teaches the method of claim 63 further comprising enabling the first user to modify die appearance 
of die avatar (col. 7, lines 43-65; co), 3, lines 56-67; coi, 9, lines 1-15), 

Per claim 66, Liles et al. teaches die medKxl of claim 65 wherein enabling die first user to modify the appearance of die 
avatar comprises enabling the first user to use a slide bar to indicate a particular niodificadon of a particular feature of die avaiar (ool. 
7, lines 43-65: col. g, lines 56-67; col. 9. lines M5). 

Per claim 67. Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 65 wherein enabling die first user to modify die appearance of the 
avatar comprises enabling the first user to modify appearance of the avatar to reflect a characteristic of die first user (col. 7, lines 43* 
65; coL 8, lines 56-67; coL 9, lines 1-15 and lines 33-35). 

Per claim 68, Liles ct al. teaches die mediod of claim 67 wherein die characicrisiic of the first user comprises one of age, 
genfer, hair coJor, eye color, or a laciaJ feature ((coL 7, lines 43-^5; coL 5, lines 56-67; coi. 9, lines 1-25). 

Per claim 69. Liles et al. teaches the mediod of claim 65 wherein enabling die first user to modiiy die appearance of the 
avatar comprises enabling die first user to modify appearance of the avatar by adding, changing or deletii^ a prop displayed widi die 
avatar (col. 7, lines 43-65; coL 8, lli«s 56-67; col. 9. lines 1-15). 

Per clahn 70, Liks ci ah teaches the method of claim 69 wherein the prop comprises one of eyeglasses, sunglasses, a hat, or 
earrings (col. 7, tines 43-65; col. 8, lines 56-67; col. 9, lines M5). 

Per claim 71 , Liles teaches die mediod of claim 25 furdier compristng enabling die first user to modify a uigger used to 
cause an animation of die avatar (col. 6. lines 43-63; col. 8, lines 56-69). 

Per claim 72. lii&s teaches the method of claim 71 whereiJi the tn%s^ comprises texr Included in the message sent from the 
first user to the second user (col. 10, lines 1'32>. 

Per claim 73, Liles el al. teaches the method of claim 25 fitrdier comprising animating the avatar ^or use as an information 
assistant co convey information to the first user (col. 10, lines 1-32). 

Per claim 74, Liles et al. teaches die mediod of claim 25 liirttier comprising enabling use of die avaiar by an application 
other dian a communications aj^licaiion (col. 7, lines 8-16). 

Per claim 75, Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 74 wlierein embling use of the avatar by an application other than a 
communications application comprises enabling use of the avaiar in an online journal (col. 13, lines 44-49). 

Per clahn 76, Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 25 further comprising displaying a depictwn of die avatar m the form 
that is substantially similar to a trading card (coL 7. lines 1-6 and lines 43-65). 

Per claim 77, Liles et aL teaches die mediod of claim 76 wherein die trading card depiction of the avatar comprises a trading 
card depiction of die avaiar that includes characteristics associated widi die first user (col. 7, lines 1-^ and lines 43-65). 

Per claim 78. tiles et al. teaches die mediod of claims 25-77 wherein die processes are performed by a computer program 
diat is configured to communicate and diat is embodied on a computer-readable medium or propagated signal (fig, 2). 
Claim 79 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 25. 

Per claim 80, tiles et al. teaches a computer- implemented method for enabling perception of muhiple online personas in an 
instant messaging commMtiK^ikins session, die method compriRing: idemifying at least tiio identities wlth'tn a communications 
environmera to whom messages may be directed (col. U, lines 47-66); and enabling a first persona of a user to be projecied to a first 
of die identities while enabling a second persiwa of the same user to be concurrently projected to a second of die ideniiiies (col. 6, 
lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 43-65; col. 8. lines 55-67; col. 9, lines 33-52), wherein: the first and second personas each comprise an 
avaiar capable of being animated, and the first persona and die second persona differ (col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 43-65; col. 8, 
lines 55-67; col. 9. lines 33-52). 
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Per daiin 81, Liles et al. ceacfaes the method of claim 80 wherein the ftrst persona differs from the second peisona such that 
first persona invokes a differeni avatar than an avatar Invoiced by tbt second persona (col. 6, lines 50-67). 

Per claim 82, Liles ei al, teaches the method of claim 80 wheivin: the first persona invokes a first avatar, d)e second persona 
invokes a second avaxar, the first avatar and fhe second avaiar are Qic smc avaiar, and 8n animafton aMOcJa^ed with the fim avatar is 
diRerent from antmacions associated with die second avaiar (col. 6, lines 50-67). 

Per claim S3, Liles et aL teaches the meUiod of claim SO wherein: (he first persona invokes a firsi avatar, the second persona 
invoices a second avatar, the first av&tar sad the second avatar are the same avatar, and an appearance associated wkh the first avatar 
is differeni from appearances associated with the second avatar (col. 6, lines SO-67; coi. 9, lines 33-52). 

Per claim 84, Ules ei a), teaches the method of clairli 80 wherein at lea$t one of the avatars comprises an avatar that is 
associated widi mulcrpte sounds (coi 13, fines 35-50). 

Per claim 85. Liles ei al. teaches die method of claim 80 wherein at leasi one of ihe avatars comprises an avatar capable of 
being animated persona based on texi of a message sent in die instant message oommimications session <ooL 9» t'mes 55-57; co). 10, 
Jines 1-32). 

Per claim 86, Liles el al. leaches the method of claim 80 wherein at least one of the avatara comprises an avaiar capable of 
being animated to send an out-of band communicaiion (col. 9. lines 5S-57; col. 10, lines 1-32). 

Per claim 87, LUcs et al. teaches the method of claim 80 further comprising associating (he first persona with a first group 
of identities so thai die first persona is projected in communications sessions with members of die first group of klenlUies (col. 1 1 . 
lines 47-66; col. 13, lines 50-67). 

Per claim 88. Liles et al. teaches die mediod of claim 87 fbrther comprising associating the second persona with a second 
group of identities so diat the second persona is projected in communicadoos sessions widi members of die second grotip of idemities 
(col. 11. lines 47-66; co!. 13, lines 50^7), 

Per claim 89, Liles et at. teaches \he method of claim 80 further comprising associating a persona with the first of the 
identities and associating a different persona with a group of the identities with which the first of the identities is associated, wherein 
the fo^t persona projected to the first of the identities comprises an amalgamation of die persona associated with die first of ihe 
idemities and the differem persona associated with die group of the identities (col. 11, lines 47-66; col. 13» lines 50-67). 

Per claim 90. Liles et al. teaches die method of claim 89 wherein dve persona associated widi die first of the identities 
overrides die different persona associated widi die group of die idemities to the extent a conflici exists (col. 11, lines 47-66; co). 13, 
lines 50^7). 

Per claim 91 . Liles et al. leaches die method of clabns 80-90 where in the processes are performed by a comptUer program 
configured to enable perception of nniltiple online personas in an instant messaging communicaiions session and diat Is embodied on a 
computemeadable medium or propagated signal (fjg. 1 ; col 6, lines 50-67), 

Claims 92-95 are rejected under the same raiionate as claims 80-83 respectively. 
Qaims 96-97 are rejected under the same rationale as claims 85-86 respectively. 
Claim 98 is rejected under die Kame rationales as claims 80 and I . 
Per claim 99, LiJes et al. leaches die method of claim 98 wtierein the sender persona is selected by die instant messaging 
sender from the multiple possible personas associaled wjd) the instant messaging sender (col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 18-42; coL 
9, Ifaies 33-52). 

Per claim 100, Liles et al. teaches the mediod of claim 98 wherein the persona is rendered before communications are 
initiated by the porcmiaJ instant messaging sender (col, 6. lines 50-67; coJ. 7, Vmes 18-42; col. 9, lines 33-52; cor 10, lines 1-32)- 

Per claim 101, Liles et al. teaches die mediod of claim 98 wherein the persona is rendered after communications are initialed 
by Ihe potential instant messaging sender (col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7. lines 18-42; col. 9, lines 33*52; col. 10, lines 1-32). 

Per claim 102, Liles et al. leaches the method of cJai/n 98 in which scU^xprcss 'ton items comprise one or more of a 
wallpaper, an emotion, and a sound (col. 6, lines 50-67; co), 7. lines 18-42; col. 9, lines 33*52; col. lO/lines 1-32). 

Per claim 103, Liles et al. teaches die method of claim 98 lunher comprising defuing one or more personas (col. 6, lines 
50-67; col. 7, lines 18-42; ool. 9. lines 33-52; coJ. iO, tines /-32). 

Per claim 104, Liles el al. teaches Ihe method of claim t03 further comprising: assigning a first persona to a first potential 
insiani messag'mg recipient so that the first persona is diereafter automatically invoked and projected. In an instant messaging 
oommunicattons session involving die first potetitiai instant messaging recipient; and assigmng a second persona to a second potential 
instant messaging recipient so diat the second persona is diereaftcr automatically invoked and projected, in an instant messaging 
communications session involving the second potential instant messaging recipient, wherein the second persona is at least partially 
distinguishable from (he first persona (coi. 6, lines 50-67; coi. 7. lines f8-42; col. 9, lines 33-52; col. 10, lines 1-32; coi. II. lines 
47-67; col. 13, lines 50-67). 

Per claim 105. Lllcs et al, leaches die method of claim 104 furdier comprising: assigning a first persona to a first group of 
potential instant messaging recipients so diat the first persona is diereaftcr automatically invoked and projected in an instant messaging 
communications session involving a member of the first group of potential insiam messaging recipienis; ,and assigning a second 
persona to a second potential insiant messaging recipient so diat the second persona is thereafter automatically invoked and projected, 
in an Instant messaging communications sesskm involving the second potential instant messaging recipiem, wherein die second 
pcrsora is at least partially distinguishable from Ihe first persona (col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 18-42; cd. 9, lines 33-S2: col. 10, 
lines 1-32; col. 11, lines 47-67; col. 13, lines 50-67). 

Per claim 106, Liles et al. teaches die mediod of claim 98 further comprising disabling use of one of di& multiple personas 
(col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 18^2; col. 9, lines 33-52; col. 10, lines 1-32; col. 1 1 . lines 47^7; col. 13, lines 50-67). 
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Per claim 107, Llles ei al. teaches the method of claim 98 wliciein disabling use of one of the multiple personas comprises 
disabling use of one of Uk multiple personas based on the instant messaging recipient (ool. 6. lines 50-67; col. 7, lines col. 9, 
lines 33-22; col. 10, lines 1-32; col. 11, lines 47^67; col. 13, lines SO-67). 

Per claim 108, Liles tt a), teaches the meihod of claim 9$ whenejj): one of tfae mulJipJe pe/sonas comprise a work persona 
associated with presence of tbe instant messaging sender at a work location associated with the biscant messaging sender, and one of 
the muliiple personas comprise a home persona associated with presence of the instam messaging sender at home, the method funher 
comprising; determining whedier (he instant messaging Wilder is at home or at the work location; in response to a determination that 
tbe instant messaging sender is at home, selecting the home persona for use in the instant messaging communications session; and in 
response to a determination thai the instant messaging sender is at the work locatitso, sheeting the work persona for use in the instant 
mess^iag comnmntcations scsskm (cof. 6, lines ^0-^7; coE. 7, lines 18-42; col. 9, lines 33*52; col. 10, Jines 1-32; col. II, lines 41- 
67; col. 13, lines 50^7). 

Per clahn U I , Liles et al. leaches the method of claim 98 ftriher comprising selecting a persona to be displayed by the 
pocemtal instam messaging rec^ient based ofi a group of potemia/ instant messaging rocip^ts that are associated with the potential 
inaiani messaging recipient (col. 11, lines 47-67; col. 13, Imcs 50-67), 

Per claim 1 12. Liles et al. teaches die method of clatra 98 wherein ai lease some of characteristics of a persona may be 
(nmsparent (o the instant messaging sender (coi. 6, lines 50^7; col. 7. lines 18^2; ooi. 9» Ifncs 31-52; col. 10, fines i-32: col. 1 J . 
lines 47-^7; col. 13. lines 50-67).. 

Per ctaim 113. Liles teaches the method of claim 98 wherein the sender avatar is animated to send an out-of-band 
communication from the instam messaging sender to the potential instant messaging reciptem (col. 6, Jines 50-67; col. 7, lines (8-42; 
coL 9. lines 33-52; col. 10, lines 1-32; coL II. lines 47-^7; col. 13, lines 50-67). 
Claim ] 14 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 14. 
Claim 1 15 is rejected uivler the same rationale as claim 30. 

Gaims 116-1 17 are rejected under the same latiOEUtles as claims 15*16 respectively. 

Per claim 127, Liles et al. teaches die method of claims 98-1 .26 where'm the processes are performed by a computer 
program that is configured to enable perception of muhlple online personas in an instant messaging communications session and thai is 
embodied on a computer-readable medium or propagated signal (fig. 2; col. 5, lines 43-56) . 
Claim 128 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 98. 

Per claim 129, Liles et al. teaches a compute r-hnplemeoied method for using an avatar to communicate, ihe method 
comprising: representing a user graphically using; an avatar capable of being animated, wherein the avatar is associated with multiple 
animations and multiple features of appearance that represent a pattern of characteristics representing a personality of the avatar (col. 
6, lines 50-67; coL 7, lines 18-42; col. 9, lines 33-52; col. 10. lines M2: col. 11. lines 47-67; col. 13, lines 50-67).. 

Per claim 130. Liles ei al. teaches the method of claim 129 wherein the avatar is associated with a description that idemifies 
the personality of die avatar (col. 6, lines 50-^7; col. 7, lines 18^2; col. 9. Imcs 33-52; col. 10, lines 1-32; col. It, lines 47-67; coL 
13. lines 50-67). 

Per claim 131, Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 129 wherein die personality of the avatar includes at least some 
characteristics ihai are distinct of at least some characteristics of a personality of the user (col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7» lines lS-42; col. 
9, lines 33-52; col. 10, lines 1-32; col. 11. lines 47^7; col. 13, lines 50-67).. 

Per claim 132, Liles ei al. teaches the method of claim 129 further comprising: graphically representing a second user with a 
second avatar capable of being animated wherein die second avatar is associated with multiple animations and multiple features of 
appearance that represent a pattern of character is lies representing a personality of the second avatar, wherein: die personality of the 
second avatar includes at least some characteristics diai are clistlnct of at least some characierisiics of the personality of die first 
avatar, and communication messages are being sent between the first user and the second user (col. 6, lines 50-67; col 7. lines 18-42; 
col, 9, lines 33-52; col. 10, lines 1-32; col. II, lines 47-67; col. 13, lines 50^7).. 

Per claim 133, Liles et al. teaches die method of claims 73-76 wherein the processes are performed by a computer diat is 
configured lo use an avatar to communicate and diat is embodied on a compulcr-rcadable medium or pn^p^ated signal (fig. 2; col. 5, 
Ihies 43-60). 

Claim 134 is rejected under the same rationale as claim 129. 

Per claim 135, Liles ei al. teaches a apparanjs for usirt$ an avatar to communicate, the apparan;s comprising; means for 
representing a user graphically using an avatar capable of being animated, wherein the avatar is associated with mult9)le animations 
and multiple features of appearance thai represent a panern of characteristics representing a personality of the avatar (ool. 6, lines 50- 
67; col. 7, lines 18^2; col. 9, lines 33-52; coJ. 10, lines 1-32; co/. II, lines 47-67; coL J3, lines 50-67).. 

Per claim 136, Lilea et al. leaches a computer-implemented method for animating a first avaiar based on perceived 
animaiion of a second avatar, die method comprising: graphically representing a first user with a firsi avatar capable of being 
animated; graphically representing a second user wiUi a second avatar capable of being animated wherein communication messages arc 
being sent between the first user and die second user; receiving an indication of an animation of the first avatar; and in response to 
and based on die received indication of the animation, animating the second avacar (col. 6, Ifaies 50-67; col. 7, lines 18-42; col. 9, 
lines 33-52; col. 10, lines 1-32; col. 11. lines 47-67; col. 13, lines 50-67). 

Per claim 137, Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 136 wherein receiving the indication of an animation comprises 
receiving an indication of any type of animation of the first avatar (col. 6, lines 50-67; col, 7, lines 18-42; ool. 9. Imcs 33-52; col. 10, 
lines 1-32; col. 11, lines 47-67; col. 13, Vmes 50-67).. 

Per claim 138, Liles ci al. teaches the method of claim 136 wherein receiving die indication of an animation comprises 
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receiving an indlcatioo of a parricular animation of muUipie possible animaiioju of the first avatar (col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 
lS-42; col. 9. lines 33-S2; col. 10, lines 1-32; coL 1 1 . lines 47^67; coh 13, lines 50-67).. 

Pier ciaJm 139. Liles et al. teach«:s Che method ofctatm 136 further comprising mmaim^ the first avacar In response to and 
bastd on the animation of the second avacar (col. 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 18-42; col. 9, lines 33-52; col. 10, 1in«s 1-32; col. U, 
lines 47-67; col. 13, lines 50-67).. 

Per claitn 140, Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 136 wherein the first avatar is animated in response to a particular 
p(mk>n of z message sent between the first user and the second user <coi. 6, lines 50-67; col 7, lines 18-42; col. 9, lines 33-52; co*. 
10, lines 1-32; col. 11, lines 47-67; col. 13. lines 50-67). 

Per claim 14). Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 140 wherein the first avatar is animated in response to a panicular 
portion of a message sent from the first user to the second user (coi. 6, lines 50^7; coL 7. lines )8-42; col. 9, lines 33-52; co). 10, 
lines 1-32; col. U, lines 47-67; coJ. 13, lines 50-67). . 

Per claim 142, Liles ef al. teaches the method of claim 140 wherein the first avatar is animated in response to a panicular 
portion of a message scm to the first user from the second user (col. 6, lines 50-67; coL 7, lines 18-42; col. 9, lines 33-52; col. 10, 
lines 1-32; col. 11. lines 47-67; col. 13, lines 50-67).. 

Per claim 143, Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 136 wherein the first avatar is antmaied to send an out-of-band 
commimlcailon from dte firs: user to the second user (cot, 6, lines 50-67; col. 7, lines 18^2; col. 9, lines 33-52; col. 10, lines 1*32; 
col. n. lines 47-67; col. 13. lines 50-67).. 

Per claim 144, et al. teaches the method of claim 143 wh^in the out-of-band communication comprises a communication 
indicaifaig an environmental condition associated with the first user (col. 6. Ibies 50^7; col. 7, lines 18-42; col. 9, lines 33-52; col. 
10, lines 1-32; col. 11^ Ibes 47-67; col. 13. lines 50-67). 

Claim 145 is rejected imder the same rationale as claim 30. 

Claims 146-147 arc rejected under die same lationale as claims 15-16 respectively. 

Per claim 157, Liles et al. teaches the method of claims 136-156 wherein the processes are performed by a computer 
program diat is configured to animate a firi^t avatar based on pereeived animation of a second avatar and dial is embodied on a 
computer-readable medium or propagated signal (fig. 2; col. 5. lines 43-60). 

Claims 158-163 are reject«l under die same rationale as claims 136-141 respectively. 

Oaims 33-41, 1 18- J 26, and M8-i56 iack an inventive step mdcr PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Tang et al. 
Per claim 33, Liles et al. teaches the method of claim 25, but does not specifically teach wherein die out of band information 
comprises information indicating a setting characteristic associated widi the flrst user. However, Tang ei a), teacher wherein the out of 
band information comprises information indicating a setting characteristic associated with die first user (ftgs. 5-6 and 9; col, 9. lines 
38-62; coJ. lOJincs 5J -67). AcconJingJy. it would have been obvjojjs for one of ordinao' sJciU in die an a I the lime of the invention 
to Include die setting characteristic of Tang et al. in the invention of Liles « al. in order to provide users an improved chat rrom diat 
allows the users to stored and share documents and files related to the topic of discussion m die chat room. 

Per claim 34, Tang et al. teaches the method of claim 33 wherein die setthig characteristic comprises a characterisiic related to 
time of day of die first user (figs. 5-6 and 9; col. 9. Imcs 38-62; col. 10, lines 51-67). 

Per claim 35, T^ng et al. teaches the method of claim 33 wherein die setting characterisiic comprises a characteristic related 
to time of year (figs. 5-6 and 9; coi. 9, lines 38-62; col. 10. lines 51-67). 

Per claim 36, Tang ei al. teaches the method of claim 35 wherein die time of year comprises a holiday (figs. 5-6 and 9; col. 
9, lines 38-62: col. 10. lines 51^67). 

Per claim 37. Tang et al. teaches the method of claim 35 wherein die time of year comprises a seastMi wherein the season is 
one of spring, summer, fall or winter (figs. 5-6 and 9; col. 9, lines 38*62; col. 10, lines 51-67). 

Per claim 38, Tang ei al. teaches die mediod of claim 33 wherein die setting characteristic comprises a characieristic 
associated widi a worit setting (figs. 5-6 and 9; col. 9, lines 38-62; col. 10, lines 51-67). 

Per claim 39» Tm^ et al. teaches die method of claim 33 wherein die setting characterisiic comprises a cjiaracteristic 
associated widi a recreation seicing (figs. 5-6 and 9; col. 9. lines 38-62; col. 10, lines 51-67). 

Per claim 40, Tang et al. teaches the method of claim 39 wherein iht recreation setting comprises a beach setting or a 
troptcai setting (figs. 5-6 and S; col. 9, lines 38-62; col. 10, lines 51-67). 

Per claim 41, Tang et al. teaches die mediod of claim 39 wherein the nccreation setting comprises a winter spon selling 
(figs. 5-6 and 9; col. 9, lines 38-62; col. 10, lines 51-67). 

Claims 109 and 1 10 are rejected under die same rationale as claims 34-35 respectively. 
Claims 118 -126 are rejected under Uic same rationale as claims 33-41 respectively. 
Claims 148-156 are rejected under die same rationale as claims 33-41 respectively. 
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